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Dear friends,

It has been an amazing year! Looking back at 2016, Kayla and | think about how much Brave
Trails has grown in just one year. We are so honored that we are able to work with the queer
leaders of tomorrow. We are continually inspired by what our campers have to offer not only
to the Brave Trails community but also to the world at large.

This year has been one of unbelievable growth. We held camp in Wrightwood CA for our
second year and we doubled our program from one week to two weeks. We were able to
bring camp to 96 campers and we had a waitlist of 67 campers. We also increased our
volunteer staff to 30 people that very generously took their vacation from their full-time jobs
to join us at camp. We doubled the amount of volunteers that led leadership workshops for
our campers. We implemented “Brave Space,” a program which is a monthly meetup group
for local campers. Brave Space participants got to join in many different activities including
cake decorating, museum visits, and a beach party! With our success, we were able to bring
on our first paid employee- Kayla was able to work part-time for Brave Trails. We also now
have our very own office in Culver City!

We are continuing to grow and are planning for Brave Trails’ future. As | mentioned before
we had a waitlist of 67 campers, which shows us that there is more need for the safe,
leadership-driven space we have created. We plan on offering 3 weeks total of camp next
summer, a one-week program, and a two-week program! We plan to double the number
of campers to accommodate the waitlist. We are also going to continue to expand and
improve Brave Space.

Lastly, we are truly grateful to our supporters and funders. Your generosity made it possible
to bring Brave Trails to life. We (and our LGBTQ+ campers) are forever grateful. Please
accept our heartfelt thanks for supporting our incredible journey. We look forward to growing
together as we expand our mission and vision to empower the next generation of LGBTQ
youth leaders and changemakers.

Sincerely,

Jessica & Kayla Weissbuch

Founders
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Mission & What we do

The mission of Brave Trails is transforming LGBTQ youth and families into leaders through
summer camp and innovative programming. Brave Trails is more than just your average
summer camp. While we have a lot of elements of a typical camp, our main focus is helping
our campers grow into the brave leaders they are destined to be. Our program focuses on
four key elements: Leadership, Community Building, Self Realization, and Service. We use
workshops, adventure and artistic programming, service projects, peer connections, and
positive role models to create a safe space where youth can thrive. With the skills learned at
camp, our campers will be primed to thrive in their schools, workplace, and personal life. In
addition, our campers will have the knowledge and confidence to be more impactful leaders
and implement innovative social change in their communities.

The Need for Brave Trails

Brave Trails was formed to respond to the needs of the large and growing population of
LGBTQ youth in the greater Los Angeles area and the nation. There is not an LGBTQ summer
camp anywhere in our target area, which specifically serves LGBTQ youth. We believe camp
provides a unique outlet to build leadership and community while exploring the outdoors
and just having some good old-fashioned fun! Given the current climate of inequality in our
world, there is a need to empower the next generation of LGBTQ leaders and give them the
tools to continue in the quest for justice and civil rights for all.

Demographics

GENDER IDENTITY

Male Female Transgender Male

Gender Questioning

. Transgender Female
Non -Conforming



SEXUAL ORIENTATION Camp Wrightwood

5.0%

Brave Trails has been fortunate to be able to call Camp Wrightwood home for the last

2 summers. Camp Wrightwood is located 2.5 hours outside of Los Angeles and is what
you imagine camp to be: mountains, trees and all the s'mores you can eat! The Camp
Wrightwood directors created a safe and welcoming space for our LGBTQ+ campers and
staff.
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16.3%

® Gay/lesbian

Bisexual/pansexual

@® Queer

o Questioning 35.0% Where are campers are coming from

® straight/heterosexual
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3 COUNTRIES Camper Impact Stories

MASON

Mason is in high school and is working with the student senate to create a gender neutral
uniform and working on creating more gender neutral bathrooms within his school.
Mason has acted as a Youth Advisor for a social justice internship hosted by The Center
in downtown Manhattan. This year Mason is also acting as a member of his Model United
Nations club’s secretariat, which entails him being the Under Secretary General of Public

USA POLAND CANADA Relations.

Social Entrepreneurship Highlight

As a leadership camp, gratitude and service are important values to our community. At
camp all of the campers participate in a program called Social Entrepreneurship. During
this program the campers learn about being of service to their community. The campers
learn how to take a project from an idea to a finished product. This year the campers
wanted to focus on body positivity and created an amazing mural that showed different
body types and then added empowering statements. This mural has been on display at
different events throughout the Los Angeles area.
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KEVIN BOULDIN

Kevin lives in a very conservative area of Utah and is one of the only out people at his high
school. Kevin is on the football team and he has always had a dream to run out on the field
with a rainbow flag before a game started. It took a lot of hard work and courage, but his
senior year of high school he was able to make that dream a reality. He ran out on his high
school football field with all of his team members waving a rainbow flag proudly and was
supported by his team and school.

N

NICK YEAROUT

Nick is an amazing leader in his community. Nick is a very soft spoken person, but when he
speaks his words are very powerful. His mother said that she sent a kid who hardly spoke

to camp and got a different kid back! After attending camp for one summer he went back
to his community and joined forces with an LGBTQ speaker bureau and speaks to small

and large audiences about his journey of being a trans boy and his coming out story. He
came to Brave Trails with a partial scholarship which helped him and his family alot but they
still had to fundraise the remaining tuition. Nick teamed up with his sister who helped him
sew handmade stuffed animals and he sold them at school to his classmates to raise the
funds to be able to come to camp. His drive and will are a perfect example of the amazing
campers at Brave Trails!
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SEAN KEARNS

We are so honored to have Sean Kearns as one of amazing medical volunteers at camp! He
comes all the way from Ireland and heard about Brave Trails through a previous camper. He
takes time out of his full time work in Ireland to take a vacation to the US to volunteer for us.
Many LGBT folks have a history of receiving not so great care from healthcare providers but,
that’s not the case with Sean! Sean has a way of making our campers feel safe and calm in
his presence. Sean is not only an amazing nurse, but he is an amazing youth worker. Sean
goes above and beyond to make every camper and staff feel special at Brave Trails. He is
the type of person who can make anyone smile, a great quality for a role model. When he

is not tending to someone medically, Sean can be found leading camp songs and games
with our campers. He is well loved by our community and such an asset to our team and our
success.

AL BROOKOVER

Al Brookover joined us for their second year as a cabin counselor and program lead at Brave
Trails. They are a full time Social Sciences student in San Diego and took time out of their
studies to volunteer for Brave Trails for two weeks. They are an amazing artist and bring their
skills to camp and help the campers make some unbelieve art. At Brave Trails, we like to

put a leadership lense on every activity we do and Al made that happen this year with our
Arts & Crafts programming. Al tailored all of their programs to be Activist driven. Campers
created art projects of empowerment. One of the projects we really loved was that campers
were given the opportunity to create patches for their clothing. With Al's guidance, campers
made patches with sayings like: “Protect Trans Youth,” “We are the future,” “Proud to be
Trans,” “Genderqueer,” Etc. They inspire the campers to be the best they can be as well as
help them tune into their own creative selves. On top of being an amazing arts lead, Al was
an exceptional cabin counselor. They are the type of person who focuses on providing a fun
experience with safety always in mind. Our campers are truly inspired by Al and we are so

fortunate to have them on our volunteer team!




TOTAL BUDGET AMOUNT = $148,004
Personnel - $27,500

Program Costs - $110,133

. Program Costs : 100%

@) Personnel : 0%
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Aaron

Aaron Alan

Aiden Aizzumi
Alexandra Topper
Alexx Sixtos

Alison Taur

Allison Berg

Allison Elizabeth Brookover
Allison Pendergrass
Amanda Flanigan
Amy Wozniak

Anais Plasketes
Andrea Freeman
Andrea Gail bredeweg
Andrew Sears

Andy Szekeres

Ann Socha

Anna P. Hernandez
Anneke Wirth-Yap
Annie Parkhurst

Ari K Greenburg
Ariane Man-Willrich
Arianna Fleming
Ariel Krutsinger
Arielle Davalos
Arnold Pomerantz

Arthur Zitsow

Our 2016 Donors

Ashley Danielle Rollins

Audrey Faine

August R Boyer

Austin Ross

Austin Wood

Ben Chou

Benjamin Stilp

Bertin Valdez

Beverly and Brian Berg and Wry
Bill & Michael J. Resnick & Stubbs
Brad Krevoy

Brad Seiling

Brenda Ackerman

Bruce Darrow

Brunson Green

Bryce Amato

Caiden Hawker

Cameron Sarradet

Carla Hacken

Carlin Bell

Carmel Valley Tennis Camp
Carmen Silvia Marcon Garmendia
Carolyn Manning

Cat Eskilson

Charley Lang

Cherde Crane

Chris



Chris Burusco
Christina Belcher
Christina Dudash
Christina Wolfe
Christine Wolf
Cindy Michel
Claudine Garcia
Coates Treacy

Courtney Cook

Cristopher August Arranaga

Crystal Castleman

Dan Fink

Daniel McFadden
Daniel P. Wagstaff
Danielle Peretz
Daphne lacobo
Darcy Fulmer
Daric Cook

Daryl Parker
David Fanti
David Ferrante
David Kingcaid
Debbie Kelly
Deborah Kollin
Denise McCorkle
Denise Moulton
Diane Acosta
Diane Weissbuch
Don Whipple

Donald Branton

Dove Pressnall
Edith Kelly (E.K.) Politis
Elizabeth Orfila
Ellen L McNeil

Ellie King

Ellie Ramos

Emily G Kieny

Eric Pitt

Eric Smith

Erica Carlin

Erica Clark-Heinrich
Erica Springer

Erika Membreno
Erika Sweet

Erin Berenson

Ernest G. Herman Foundation

Ernestine Elster
Esteban Cota
Eugene Costello
Frank Patti

Fritz Hoelscher
Garrett McClure
Gary & Beverley Seehoff
Gary Bellon
Gary Reed
George Yen
Gianna De Caro
Gina Paik

Gina Papa

Glynda B. Pendergrass

Gramma & Papa
Hailey Brooke Greenhalgh
Hans Febles
Helena Brown
Herb Toplan
Hermine Harman
Horace Smith

Ivy Reed

Jack Rayner
Jafeny Cobian
Jake & Brendan Mason & Tickner
Jake Allen Young
Jake Anthony
Jake Foster

Jake Pepitone
Jake Woehrle
Jake Young
James A Cude
James Eskilson
James Moscowitz
Jamey Bell

Jane Paul

Jag / Hannah Michelle Dalziel [ Gauthier)

Jason Orion Green
Jeffrey A. Robey
Jennifer Parson
Jenny ford
Jeremy Tyarks
Jerome Blake

Jesse Deshayes

Jessica Gillen
Jim Tauber
John Damico
John DeHart
John Duran

Jonathan Fussell

Jonathon Grant Berg

Joseph Darrow
Joseph Grover
Joseph Littlefield
Josh Grijalva
Joshua

Joshua Durando
Joshua Renfro
Juan Geracaris
Judith Ferrante
Julie Reyes
Justin W Tindall
Kai Crane
Kaitlyn Risser
Kallie Larsen
Karen Davidson

Karen Johnston

Karen Loewenstern

Kate Veraldi

Katie Anawalt

Katie Schenkelberg

Kelly Espinosa
Keri Borzello

Kevin McCloskey



Kimberly Boyce
Kimberly Milius
Kimiko Martinez
Kristen Dalton

Kristen Mooney

Kristin and Elizabeth Vallacher and Bishop

Kristin Kraus
Kristin Lieb
Kyle Pleva

L Pawlak

Larry Zucker

Laura and Charlie Chandler

Laura McCreary
Laurel Latto
Lauren Morene
Lauren Walker
Leif Reinstein

Leo Parrella
Leonard Felder
Lesley Dvorak
Leslie Belzberg

Lia Evans

Liam Glennon
Loretta Pfaff

Lou Pendergrass
Lynn Mass
Madeleine Adolph
Mahdy Safieddine
Marc Ambinder

Margaret Glascott

Margaret Martin
Mari Winter

Marita Cifor

Mark Armstrong
Mark Fetterman
Mark Kelleher

Mark Zepeda

Marq Alex Adona
Marsha Aizumi
Marty Simpson LMFT
Matt De Lava

Matt Schmidt

Max Hannen-Del Cid
McKenna Palmer
Megan Faith
Megan S. Carr
Megan Samuelian
Meredith Alexander
Michael Bauer
Michael Bellavia
Michael Brown
Michael Carney
Michael Farmer
Michael Wasko
Michelle sciarappa
Mick Gallinson
Mike Goetz

Mikel Gerle

Mikey Wilke

Mom and Dad

Monica Grefe
Myriam Bucatinsky
Mysterie Pena
Nanci Jones
Naomi Sabel
Naomi Sobel
Natasha A Colin Ellerin
Natasha Spann
Nicholas Davis
Nicholas yearout
Norma Sanchez
Oliver Byrne

Oliver Byrne Family
Patricia Wolfe
Patty DiBonaventuro
Petey Gibson

Petr Pronsati
Phyllis Merrill

Puck Markham
Randi Caplan
Raulin Reria

Ric Klinger

Rich & Shani Foster

Richard and Suzanne Southard

Richard Pfaff
Rick Valdez
Rick Valdivia
Rina Bellavia
Rita Neumann

Robb Rogers

Robert Frashure
Robert McNulty
Robert Speck

Ronald Scott DeShong
Rosalind Quiroz Knaoo
Rozann Newman
Ryan Sadakane

Sam Wasserman
Samantha Palazolo
Samuel Bayard McDaniel
Sandi Gelff

Sandra Hernandez
Sarah Riswick

Sarah Schreiber
Sarah Wood-Prince
Scott Burns

Scott Elliott

Scott Lewis

Scott Pretorius

Scott Watson

Seth Shafer

Shadi Sharifi

Shaun Sperling
Shawn Maestretti

Sheila Traviss

Shyree & Christopher Mezick & Kerr

Stacie Woehrle
Stanley P Smith
Stephanie Kim Yee

Steven E Lauridsen



Stuart Jones

Susan and Ann Warner and Ballard
Susan Goldfarb

Sylvie & Steve Rabineau
Tami Woldman

The Silveus Six

Thomas Moore

Tiffany Romero

Tim Mcnutt

Tina Piser

Toccara

Todd Cloutier

Todd Hurtubise

Tony Davis

Tony Phelan

Travis jones

Trevor Engelhardt

Tyler Wolfe

Tymon Manning

Uncle K2

Ventrola

Walter & Karen Loewenstern
Wendy Fielder

Ysette Witteveen



