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MISSION & WHAT WE DO

The mission of Brave Trails is transforming LGBTQ 
youth and families into leaders through summer camp 
and innovative programming. Brave Trails is more than 
just your average summer camp. While we have a lot of 
elements of a typical camp, our main focus is helping our 
campers grow in to the brave leaders they are destined to 
be. Our program focuses on four key elements: Leadership, 
Community Building, Self Realization, and Service. We use 
workshops, adventure and artistic programming, service 
projects, peer connections, and positive role models to 
create a safe space where youth can thrive. With the skills 
learned at camp, our campers will be primed to thrive in 
their schools, workplace, and personal life. In addition, 
our campers will have the knowledge and confidence to be 
more impactful leaders and implement innovative social 
change in their communities.

NEED FOR BRAVE TRAILS

Brave Trails was formed to respond to the needs of the 
large and growing population of LGBTQ youth in the 
greater Los Angeles area, nationally and internationally. 
There is not a summer camp, which specifically serves 
LGBTQ youth in leadership. We believe camp provides a 
unique outlet to build leadership and community while 
exploring the outdoors and just having some good old 
fun! Given the current climate of inequality in our world, 
there is a need to empower the next generation of LGBTQ 
leaders and give them the tools to continue in the quest 
for justice and civil rights, for all.

DEAR FRIENDS,
Wow, it has been an amazing year of learning and growth 
for Brave Trails. Looking back at 2018, we are amazed at 
all that happened and all the support we received! It has 
been an incredible journey so far and we were so excited to 
welcome some of our previous campers as staff members 
this year for the first time! 

We moved and grew! This summer we held camp at 
a beautiful new site in the Angeles National Forest in 
Southern California. This allowed us to expand to five 
weeks. Also, Brave Trails piloted our first ever satellite 
location on the East Coast in Maryland for one week. 
In total we ran six weeks of camp and it was amazing! 
We were able to grow from 114 campers last year to 214 
campers. This included campers from 28 different states 
and 10 countries. We continue to have Brave Space, 
our monthly meetup group, on both the West and 
East Coasts. Brave Trails has also started a mentor 
program where we match staff members up with 
campers in a year long mentorship. In this program 
the mentors and mentees work on life skills, social 
skills and a large leadership project that they will 
present to the directors. Brave Trails is very happy to 
announce that in April, we were able to hire a full-
time assistant director.  

Next year we will be focusing on growing our existing 
programs and building our East Coast community. 
We will also be working on expanding our year round 
support for campers by accepting more campers into 
our mentor program and having more workshops 
and Brave Space activities. We will be growing our 
capacity for our campers and aim to serve over 250 
campers in 2019.  

Five years ago this camp started out as a dream. It’s grown 
from 43 campers and one week to hundreds of LGBTQ 
youth, six weeks, and two coasts! Please accept our 
heartfelt thanks for supporting our incredible journey. We 
look forward to growing together as we expand our mission 
and vision to empower the next generation of LGBTQ 
youth leaders and changemakers.

Sincerely,

JESSICA & KAYLA WEISSBUCH
Founders
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CAMP HIGHLIGHTS

Brave Trails was sad to leave Camp 
Wrightwood, but is very happy 
to announce that we found a new 
home at a camp in the Angeles 
National Forest. Camp is located 
1.5 hours outside of Los Angeles 
and is what you imagine camp to 
be: mountains, trees, and a very 
peaceful stream that runs right 
down the center of camp. The 
Camp directors created a safe and 
welcoming space for our LGBTQ+ 
campers and staff. 

CALIFORNIA CAMP

Brave Trails had the 
pleasure to work with 
Amy and Jonathan 
at their magnificent 
camp in Maryland this 
summer. Working with 
them is much more than 
just using a space, it is 
a partnership, and we 
are fortunate to work 
with Amy and Jonathan 
all year long. Amy 
heads up our East Coast 
outreach and helps us 
navigate the Maryland 
Camp. We are hoping to 
grow this relationship 
and continue it for 
many, many more years 
to come.

MARYLAND CAMP

This year we launched 
Family Camp! Family Camp is a three day 
weekend retreat camp for LGBTQ families. 
We hosted 12 families and over 50 campers at 
this year’s inaugural event! Families’ number 
one reason for coming: “We wanted our kids to 
see other families like ours.” Our Brave Trails 
families made some incredible friendships, 
bonded over archery and s’mores, and created 
a loving space where everyone could be 
themselves deep in the beauty of the Angeles 
Forest. It was a wonderful weekend! 

FAMILY CAMP



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

As a leadership 
camp, we incorporate 
leadership skills in every program we have. 
This summer at Brave Trails we offered 
Build-On Programs, which are programs 
that are offered every day where campers 
attend and build a skill over the course of 
the week. The campers picked from theater, 
poetry, dance, drag, and outdoor adventure 
this summer. At the end of the week they 
had a chance to showcase their skills during 
one of our evening programs. The showcase 
included activist theater scenes, poetry 
readings, empowering drag performances 
and genderless dance performances as 
well as a “leave no trace” art project by 
the outdoor adventure campers. We are 
always amazed by the performances and 
art created by our campers through the 
Build-On Programs. 

SHOWCASE

We were fortunate enough 
to use the beautiful camp 
facilities in Maryland and 
that includes an incredible 
high ropes adventure course. 
For the first time in 4 years 
we were able to offer a high 
ropes leadership adventure 
course for our campers. It is 
hard to participate in the high 
ropes and our campers really 
encouraged each other and 
made sure they all worked 
together to succeed. 

ADVENTURE COURSE



CAMPER STORIES

Emily started at camp in 2015 (our first year), when 
she was 14 years old. It has been amazing to watch her grow over the years 
starting out as a camper and them becoming a Unicorn Justice League 
(counselor in training) member. Throughout Emily’s time at camp she has 
led leadership workshops for campers, helped plan evening programs, 
worked in a cabin with younger campers and always stepped up to help 
where she was needed. Emily is the heart and soul of Brave Trails and is 
an amazing mentor to younger campers. Her leadership skills have grown 
through her time at Brave Trails and the skills she has learned helped her 
get into Puget Sound University. We are so sad that last summer was her 
last year as a camper but are so excited that she is going to join us summer 
of 2019 as a staff member.

EMILY KIENY

Nora came to camp in 2016 as a 13 year-old, who 
felt very alone and confused about her gender and sexual orientation. 
Her experience at Brave Trails has helped her start her journey to being 
ok with herself. She stated in her first application that she wasn’t able 
to be herself and that she didn’t feel safe. The growth we saw in Nora 
from her first summer at camp to the second was astounding. She came 
back to camp in 2017 as a different person, she was now the president 
of her Gender and Sexuality Alliance (GSA) at her school and was 
helping educate her community about the LGBTQ community. Nora 
takes the skills she learns at Brave Trails, leadership, commitment and 
responsibility, and applies them to her life at home. This past year she was 
on the tennis team, a cheerleader, has a part-time job with younger kids 
and plans on being in plays at school. Nora has stated that she wouldn’t 
have the confidence to do these things if it wasn’t for Brave Trails, 
supporting her to be her true self. 

NORA GRANT



STAFF HIGHLIGHTS

We were so honored to have one of our previous campers 
come back to camp this summer as a cabin counselor. Rae was one of 
our first campers to graduate the Unicorn Justice League (Camper In 
Leadership) program and become a cabin counselor. Rae identifies 
as non-binary and since their time as a camper, Rae enrolled at 
San Francisco State University majoring in Communication & 
LGBT Studies. Rae has become a huge activist in the San Francisco 
community, including spending their time volunteering for the 
Human Rights Campaign and running a poetry drop in space. It was 
an honor to have them at camp this summer as they helped lead our 
Passion To Action program and Poetry Build-On program. Rae has 
become such an impactful young leader and has truly inspired our 
campers to fight for equality.

RAE

Charmy joined us this summer for their 2nd year on staff. Charmy 
has become a fierce influencer of our campers. As a non-binary drag 
queen, Charmy teaches campers that everyone can use the art of 
drag to help heal wounds of gender identity and norms. Charmy 
took on the additional roles of managing our Unicorn Justice 
League program and Head Counselor. They are a perfect example of 
what we look for in our staff members - enthusiasm, kindness, and 
commitment to the betterment of folks in our community. Through 
camp, Charmy has discovered they would like to do more for the 
LGBTQ+ community and is now attending Pacifica Graduate Institute 
for clinical psychology and their hope is to provide a safer future for 
LGBTQ+ youth. We are so excited to see how Charmy continues to 
impact more communities like Brave Trails. 

CHARMY



In mid-2018, we made the decision to change our 
Fiscal Year to better align with our programming 
year. Our new Fiscal Year runs from September 
1st through August 31st. This means the tax 
return filed for 2018 was a shortened filing period 
of January through August 2018. The financial 
information enclosed in this Annual Report is 
reflective of those numbers. Our 2019 Annual 
Report will cover from September 2018 through 
August 2019. 

FINANCIAL REPORT

REVENUE & SUPPORT

Program Service Revenue $259,062

Grants & Contributions $65,440

Fundraiser Revenue $37,007

Earnings from Investment $24,072

Total $385,581

EXPENSES

Program Services $247,889

Management & Administrative $21,374

Fundraising $31,364

Total $300,627

JANUARY 2018 - AUGUST 2018



Aaron Alan

Adam Casey

Adrienne Stone

Al Forbes

Alex Aguilar

Alex Horrocks

Alex Merino

Alexander Claud

Alexander Nohe

Alexandra Bustamante

Alisa  

Allison Leonard

Amanda Cooper

Amy Cooper

Andrew Lequang

Andrew Wiser

Angeline Brice

Angie Vargas

Annabel Funes

Anne Friedman

Annie Barnes

Ariel Abt

Arnold Pomerantz

At&T (matching)

Audra  

Barbara Hacken

Bethany Boles

Bill Resnick

Blair Kohan

Brad Krevoy

Brandon Francis

Brennan Evans

Brett Butzman

Brian Dunphey

Brian Ortiz

Brian Tenenbaum

Brian Wry

Bruna Amaral

Bryan  

Bryan & Annemarie 
Gestner

Bryan Mayes

Bryan Newton

Bryce Hill

Cari Downing

Carla Hacken

Carleen Cappelletti

Carol Rowe

Carolyn Fouty

Carrie Higgins

Chad Woehrle

Charles Aeh

Charles Chan Massey

Charles Masseychan

Charley Lang

Charlotte Devoise-
Lambert

Chris K. Donovan

Christianna Loza

Christine Peterson

Christopher Kerr

Christopher Lisotta

Cindy Michel

Claire Rudnick Polstein

Cody Ferrantino

Cole Martin

Creo Bettencourt

Damon Pierson

Dan Bucatinsky

Dan Genetti

Dan Taylor

Dana Phantanom

Daniel Armstrong

Daniel Bauer

Daniel Brescoll

Daniel F. Renzi

Danny Hoppe

Danny Rosett

Daphne Iacobo

Darcy Fulmer

David Ferrante

David Wood

Dawn Malone

Dayva Frank

Debra Pell

Delsey Belisle

Dennis J. Gleason

Desiree Palacios

Diana Neskovska

Diana Ramirez

Diane Ortiz

Dione Wood

Dixie Mckie

Don Whipple

Donald Burke

Dorothy Berwin

Douglas Granville

Dudee Chiang

Dudley Beene

Dureen Hughes

Dwain Wilson

Edith Kelly (E.k.) 
Politis

Eileen Horgan

Ekundayo Kotey

Elaine Newman

Eleonora Ossola

Elizabeth Braman

Elizabeth-Ann Tierney

Ellen & Dwain  

Ellen Mcneil

Emily Zahn

Eric Smith

Erica Carlin

Erin Zelle

Ernest G. Herman 
Foundation

Evan Zahn

Evita Wong

Fidelity Charitable

Floriane Brin

Francesca Cavallo

Francis Okwu

Fritz Hoelscher

Gabriel Cooper

Garland Guidry

Garrett Mcclure

Gary North

Gayle Paperno

Gianna Pourarien

Giselle Glasman

Gloria Campbell

Haley Sweet

Hank Cheyne Garcia

Hasmik Vrtanesyan

Health Navigation

Hermine Harman

Holly Wofford

Ian Garner (Markel 
Insurance)

James Key

James M. Frost

Jason Orion Green

Jean-Marc Herrouin

Jeffrey Imwold

Jenner Deal

Jennifer Barone Taylor

Jennifer Palmer

Jennifer Robinson

Jenny Nemec

Jered & Nick Gold & 
Teague

Jesse Feldman

Jesse Soslow

Jessie Sluder

Jhennifer Webberley

Jillian Neal

Jodie & Alexandra 
Foster & Hedison

Joe Darrow

Joe Womac

Joel Becker

John Critelli

John Smith

John Sweet

John West

Jon Werbel

Jonathan Voluck

Joseph Littlefield

Josh Grijalva

Juicy Lucie-O

Julian & Carolyn Betts 
& Lee

Julie Reyes

K Strange

Karen Gancas

Karen Parfitt

Karin Kosger

Kathleen M.

Kathy Greco

Katie Beran

Katrina Young

Kelly Boyer

Kelsey Thompson

Kenny Suarez

OUR 2018 DONORS



Kerin & Jordan Berger 
& Berardi

Kevin Goetz

Kevin Waterman

Kiersten Short

Kira Newman

Kristen Mooney

Kyle Pleva

Lacey Lampe

Lane & Richard Adams 
& Savage

Larry Zucker

Laura Newman

Laura Wagner

Lauren Peterson

Lauren Williams

Laurie Shapiro

Lee Wind

Leigh Reardon

Lesley Dvorak

Liberty Hill Foundation

Linda D’agrosa

Linda Reeves

Lindsay Garber

Lior Hillel

Lisa Jacobson

Lisa Rodriguez

Lisa Rubin

Lisa St. John

Lorena Jones Bogino

Luke Perkocha

Lysa Heslov

Mahdy Safieddine

Mallory Parks

Marc Solakian

Marcus Brown

Maria Dagrosa Sweney

Marie Needham

Marie Ortiz

Marion Rumpler

Mark Costa

Mark Heller

Mark Ludwig

Mark Paley

Mary K. Gilligan

Matt Deleva

Matt Marr

Matthew Baker

Matthew Brinkmoeller

Matthew Fulton

Matthew Marr

Max Burton

Megan Murphy

Melissa 

Melissa Drew

Melissa Foran

Melvin Sorcher

Meredith Hegg

Meredyth Deighton

Michael Bellavia

Michael Carney

Michael Farmer

Michael Goodman

Michael Koshimizu

Michael Tacconi

Michael Vilkin

Michele Gan

Michelle Kiluk

Miguel Perez

Mikel Gerle

Mimi Brisendine

Miran Turner

Misti Pendergrass

Mitch Horwits

Mo Dugan

Molly Ostertag

Murcia Family

Murp  

Nancy Elman

Nancy Queen

Natasha D’agrosa

Nick & Vaughan Meyer

Nico Reyes

Nicole Tellem

Nina Jacobson

Nina M. Fiore

Nina Walker

Patricia Storey

Paxton Hurst

Peter Nowalk

Phil Hammond

Phyllis Factor

Polina Bernstein

Puck Markham

Rachel Brinton

Rachel Miller

Rachell Nguyen

Rae Sweet

Raime Sojo

Raquel Kislinger

Rebecca Rothstein

Rebekah Carmichael

Rich & Shani Foster

Richard Higgins

Richard Klein

Richard Levy

Richard Lewis

Richard Pfaff

Rick Valdivia

Robert Bollmann

Robert Hohman Trust

Robert Mantel

Robert Sorcher

Robert Wellerstein

Ron & Darlena 
Brisendine

Rosa Motola

Ross Weistroffer

Rozann Newman

Ryan Murphy

Ryan Palmer

S Abelar

Samer Khouli

Samuel Harper

Sandi Gelff

Sandra Barnett

Sara Caruso

Sara Ostberg

Sarah Riswick

Scott Burns

Scott Wood-Prince

Sean Baker

Sean Boyle

Shari Mehm

Shari Rosenthal

Shawn Rawleigh

Shawn Tucker

Silvia Gutierrez

Soo Hong

Stacie Woehrle

Stacy Penney

Stanley P. Smith

Stephen Simban

Stephen V. Derosa

Steven Boggs

Steven Golin

Steven Jaworski

Sue Naegle

Susan De Boismilon

Susan Feniger

Susanna Felleman

Suzanne Igoe

Suzanne Maki

Taylor Cloyes

Tessa Young

Therese Hopper

Tiffany Romero

Tim Mcnutt

Tim Schwartz

Timothy Short

Tito’s Handmade 
Vodka

Todd Cloutier

Todd Kessler

Tony Ebling

Tracy Skinner

Trajan Miller

Ute Emmerich

Valeria Lipiec

Valerie Baker

Verizon  

Veronica S Villa

Victoria Fry

Viola Glenn

William Gregory

William Paszamant

Yourcause  

Zabrina Zahariades

Zachery Scott

Zazu Tauber

& 16 Anonymous 
Donors!
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